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ORGANISED CRIME 

150. Mr M.J. FOLKARD to the Attorney General: 
Will the previous Liberal–National government’s soft approach on the Mr Bigs of organised crime continue under 
this government; and, if not, what approach will our government take? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 
I thank the member for Burns Beach for his question. 
The previous Assistant Commissioner for Specialist Crime, Mr Nick Anticich, gave evidence before the 
parliamentary committee, saying that the soft underbelly of organised crime was their unexplained wealth. In 2008, 
Gail Archer—now Mrs Justice Archer—made a recommendation to this Parliament that the Corruption and Crime 
Commission be given powers to take unexplained wealth applications to the Supreme Court to seize it. In 2012, 
in the first term of the Barnett government, nothing happened in that regard; they were not taken up. Then, in 2012, 
the twenty-eighth report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, titled 
“Proceeds of crime and unexplained wealth: A role for the Corruption and Crime Commission?”, recommended 
that the CCC be given these powers; indeed, on 21 June 2012, the then Premier said that amendments to the 
Criminal Property Confiscation Act would mean that the CCC would be able to apply to the court for unexplained 
wealth declarations. Nothing happened at all in the subsequent five years. 
I was sworn in as Attorney General on 17 March. On 6 April 2017, I took to cabinet a recommendation that 
we proceed with giving the CCC these powers. On 12 May 2017, a parliamentary counsel was allocated the task of 
drafting that legislation. This will happen, and, as I said, the front doors of the CCC will become like the gates of 
hell. 
But not only did the Barnett government do nothing; I hear that the member for Dawesville learned his craft of 
doing nothing in the former Premier’s office. Since we announced this bill, the member for Dawesville has done 
everything he can to frustrate the CCC and the Director of Public Prosecutions in their task of pursuing the Mr Bigs. 
Might I just inform the house that on 20 June he sent a question on notice requiring the CCC, amongst other things, 
to count how many pens and pencils it has, and to provide a breakdown of the type of expenditure, the type of 
pencil and the type of pens! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: For the DPP to take prosecutors — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: He wants the DPP to take prosecutors off the very important task of prosecuting the 
Claremont serial killer and prosecuting methamphetamine dealers to say how many pens and pencils she has in 
her office, and how many pens and pencils by name and type does each prosecutor have. He wants these 
prosecutors to come off pursuing organised crime to play tiddlywinks! He is the opposition spokesperson for 
tiddlywinks! It is a disgrace. I have spoken to the DPP. It is stressing their office to have to go around counting, 
for the member for Dawesville, how many paperclips they have. I am inviting him to put on a pair of long pants 
and come across and see me after question time, and to relieve the DPP and the CCC of this onerous task as the 
opposition tries to bring the fight against organised crime to its knees by these pathetic questions!. 
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